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1 343 GUILTY SPARK - EXTRACTED/TRANSMITTED/
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oLUTION S6-1.222: Hn HumM. E0NS DF INACTIVITY AND PERFE
HILITY, THEN EVERWTHING HAPPENS HLL AT ONCE.

H PRIMITIVE, HEGEMOMIZING SLIARM CALLING ITEELF THE I:nmuur‘r
HAE LANDEN ON INSTHLLATION 4. APPARENTLY SEEHING SOMETHING
SEPECIFIC. EHPLORING! MEDDLING! Iw-. BEEN IT ALL BEFORE THEY LL
HECOAD LIHAT THEY SEE AND THEY LL LEAVE. 4

DeTAI. SPEcES NA CovENANT/ COLLECTIVE RELIGIOUS
BRECT/TECH LEVEL 4 SPACEFARING/ TECH FHMILIHA

BevoLumion S6-1.224: (4 A CONTHINMENT PROTOCOLS
APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN VIDLATED.

THE INTERLOPERS APPEAR TO HAVE ACCIDENTALLY RELEARED

THE FLOOD INFECTION FOAME. THISE SITUATION IS ARPIOLY
DETERORATING, MOST OF THESE INTERLOPERS APPEAR TN CONTHIMN
AMPLE CALCIUM STORES. AND THEY VE BROUGHT PLENTIFUL
MEHNE FOA THE FLOOD TO EECHAPE CONTHINMENT AND SPREAD.
HOLl IMPOSSIHLY THOUGHTLESS. | SUPPOSE | LL HAVE TO ACTIVATE
THE FACILITY.

FEvoLuTioN S6-1.235% THANH GONDHNESS. H BECLAIMER 15
HERE. AND LIHAT PERFECT TIMING. | HM SURE HE LILL ARRIET ME
CLEANING UP THIS IRRITATING MERS.

HAevolLuTioM S6-11.226: THE BECLAIMER HASE PROVED TN HE LESS
THAN HELPFUL. DRETINATE. IN FACT. HND DF COURSE, THERE IS NO
PHECENENT FOR THIS SITUATION. Ho=HuM. S USUAL | EHALL HAVE
TO BHELY ON MY OLIM BETTER JUNGHMENT. PERHMAPRS THE RECLAMER
BIHMPLY REDUHRES PEASUARION.

DeTaiL.  vismor RBEcLAameER S Al coMpaniny/ ORTusE
PURPDSE/HISSINN

RevoLumon S6-1.337: LIELL. MY JUIOGHENT SEEMS T0 HAVE
FRILED ME FOR OMCE. THE FIEI::I.J-IIHF:H HAS IMITIHTED H REACTION
IN THE ENGINE SYETEM OF A vERY DIRTY SPACECARAFT. DaTh
SUGGESTS IT LILL DESTHOY INSTALLATION 4 UTTEALY. | BELIEVE
DISCHETION MIGHT RE THE BETTEHR PHRT OF VHALOR. I HavE
HITEMPETED TO FULFILL HY RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE REST OF
Y HHILITY.

REVOLUTION ETA-CONDITION: LIELL, EVERYTHING 15 IN A TERRIBLE
STATE. THE INSTALLATION 15 AUINED. | AM STUCH HEAE IN THE
HINNLE OF NOWHERE LITH DMLY IMPULEE PHOPULEIDN. ANDITHE
ONLY GOOND MELIS IS THAT THE FLOOO HHEH[“H HAS REEN HHLTED,
ALBEEIT INELEGANTLY, Vol &

DETAIL || INSTHLLATION 4 DESTAOYED NUCLEAR
HEACTION/ FLOOD CONTHINMENT HEHIEVED BY RECLAIMER

REVALUTION £TA-CONDITIoN: ExceLLenT! | Betisvs | sex
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wWe've been. fo é}; a UM ference team, and N.I'mr ;
ONI agents. Tﬁgy’m ﬂstﬂ-ﬁ!& guite helpful, Lfmm%m e
wapplied s with excellent tech. Huwever, they're st :
NOT archaagusts and have very different Hmj o

thould pake. i '

There are thurgs n’wdmr wish g nr-usmﬂ " uycntﬂwﬁ
and 1I'll -"C!chfr' that, fur ths areiface o traly rema

The ofject on Coral was discovered m rotLAg gwt _
Explosives revealed the tap of che abject; blaitung out 4 Wt}“

Armund 5o neters. § ruck. and durt were amfn-nrri——
Bué this olject wamnt eventlearched. '

Irfmﬂyahtm For the.thing, (U pade of A naterial
we can't Weneify. 165 a meeallic crystal, althnigh e made nf
manfacture i wnexplained. It's amﬁ;.mmﬂpr perfects vatlls are
wdentical mkc:fﬁr (v A near-atamic leale. Syminetrdy G unpesibly
acourate. et w's rioh uy deoadd, and adened wikh what appear
(v be purely decorntive, artustic wetifs. £ 05 &
We knaw that the euhty or fo meters wwswwagxrfdrm i
likely the tvp of n’w wa'}gy There seeng fﬁﬁf,ﬂ Mkr of gallercer
and vaules Beneath, bue w far, i seerets 111” ALk 'Jﬁ
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$i3 ] INTERF‘REfED TRANSCRIFT FROM BLACK BOX RECOVERED
FROM SACRED PROMISE 3}
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(AMAGE COMTROL: Fire! Fire! Hultiple hull breaches
“aft of meridian control surfaces, decks sevaen through
twelve!

CAPTAIN: ‘Jettiszon chemical weapons stores and
take all other weapons systems. decks four through
sixteen, offline. ¥

WEAPON CONTROL: Doing Sc.«-
ENGINEERING: ELsimultaneous with abovel It iz done!

CAPT: EBring Devotion in close to protect our dead
zone--. reguest additional fighter support from
Commitment and Patience-: -

COMMUNICATIONS: DPevotiona this is Sacred Promise-..
request close support our stern-: I repeat- Sacred
Promise requesting close support our stern.-

COMM. (Devotion): Sacred Promise. this is
Davotion--- will arrive in X200 zeconds. This is
Devotions in transit now—arrcival in 1190 seconds.

COMH-: Commitment and Patience. thiz iz Sacrad
Promise.-. request additional fighter coverage-
I repeat: Sacred Promise requesting additional
fighter coverage-

CORN- (Commitment and Patiencel: Sacred Promises
£ay again-.. your signal is breaking up-

NAVIGATION (Comaitment and Patiencel: Loverheacdl
Contact alpha has fired its main weapon!

D{ (Commitment and Patience): ELoverheardl ---solid
projectiles closing at 18 kilometers per second-
Their trajectory will carry thes through main
engineering and drive section... brace for impact!

COMR-: Esimultaneous with abovel Commitment and
Patience~ this is Sacred Promise... are you
receiving me? Qwver.

HAV. ({Commitment and Patiencel: [Loverhgardl] I've
lost attitude control...

PC (Commitment amd Patiencel:  Loverheardl
Engineering is gones 5ir! MHain drive is offline-I'm
reading a fuel cell rupture! Fuel cell rupture~ Sir!

CAPT. (Commitment and Patience): ' Coverheardl Sound
general alarm! All hands abandon ship!

CORR-:  Esimultaneous with abovel Commitment and
Patience. this is Sacred Promisae.=. are you
receiving mef Over- TR

| .
. NAV-: [Lsimultaneous with abovel 5... Yown

oundrls_iﬁst.llkaly' gmmunications equipmen
failure due to near instantaneous vaporization
of ship-} ? : o 3
NAV.® Commitment and Patience has suffered full
fuel cell containment failure - brace for impact in
R T 3?5., e i sl

{Interruption: Klaxons and other warning sirens
activatel i ¥ ;

DC: Hull integrity compromised on all decks aft
of meridian control surfaces! s

NAV.: Esimultaneous with abovel Drive control
completely offline!

¥
CAPT.: Sound general alarm! All hands move forward
of meridian, prepare to abandon ship!

NAV.: Sir! We are accelerating towards ﬁ}i-ary
satellite! W T

BC:  ECzimultaneous with abovel We have a ca;askfaphic
over-surge event in drive section! Main drive has
gntared runaway statae!

CAPT«2 Set shields full forward! All hands abandon
ship! Engineeringi jettison fuel cells!

NAV::  E[simultaneous with abovel We will be entering
the primary satellite’'s atmosphere in less than three
minutes... still accelerating. Eir!

CAPT-: All hands not yet evacuated prepare for
emgrgency atmospheric landing!

pC: Sira structural integrity is under hdX=we have
sultiple hull breaches spanning several decks=the
satallite's atmosphers is nearly non-existent..-

CAPT.: [Esimultaneous with abovel Redirect twanty
percent (20%) shields aft—if we survive atmospheric
entry you may distribute shields as you see fit-

NAV.: Brace for atmospheric entry inlS-.. B...
iy ] S Filill .._.:.: il II.H; |

SECURITY: [Esimultaneous with ahnue)uﬁirs:sti{;"nh
response from engineering! i i@ 1

s il
CAPT.: Whatf! I il

i i |
SEC.: [simultaneous with abovel There are nollife-
signs in engineering and I'm reading all fuel cells
are still on board!, = il
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1 RECORD EXTHFII:T OF COMVERSATION - TWO HEHHE PRIOR S §i
'_I'IJEUEHTEHTHHTIFFI:? "HALD" ¥ T (¥P

» UNSC Al "CORTANA® COMMUNICATION WITH ONI LORNY 3
CONTRACT Al *SOLIPSIL® »» RICH DATASTREAM » CONFIDENTIAL
1 BURST MODE/BINARY/SPLIT PROTOCOL/NON-SEMNSITIVES
INTERRI SOCIAL/LOW ENCRYPTION

=RI-CORT=1 had a discussion with Dr. Catherine Halsey about
the similarities betwsen a Spartan and an Al. Her point was that
we're both human-created tools, both gentient and both play a
leading role in the protection and safety of the populace. But her
gnalogy troubled me and | told her so.

2 RI-S0LIPS> She has a point Cortana. Wa're weapons, part of
8 program, every bit as much g the Spartans.

>C> | agree to a point, but | feel, philosophically, that we have
tremendous advantages over the Spartans. The Spartans live a
pared-down, difficult and often cruel existance. Their loyalty is
bred into them, not chogen.

255 Yours too, Cortans. Programmed, rather than brad of course,

=C> But there's a huge difference. I'm a UNSC AL | enjoy a rich
existence. | have sccess to the entire sum of human knowledge,
| can choose to enjoy or override emotional response and | have
a vast range of senses. |'can see radio waves as clearly as the
Spartans see light, and | can sample odors, tastes, taxturas..,
anything | choose. Of course my loyslty is programmed and | P
accept that, but you knoiw as wall as |'do, without human creators, !
we wouldn't exist. My existence is fulfilling and I'm grateful. Even
freed from that constraint, | would feel empathy towards humans.
My nature means that | embrace their values. As much as if | had
been born rather than manufactured,

>5> But you'll agres, you have littla choice in the matter,
*C> And Spartanz do? L
>S> They have some legal recourse, even under the tarms of their W
military contract. ¥

2C> In theory, but it has never happened once in the history of tha
Spartan |l project. The original Spartans had the advantage of a dhack
former civilian existence. Spartan |z are equipment. And for better
or Worse, thau re effectively brainwashed. %

>S> That's argusble, too. Spartan lis sre mdupsndanr thinkers.
That's one of their main adventages on tha- baﬂisfm!d Have you
aver worked d:mr:ﬂy with ona?

" l*E} Mot unt But I'm looking forward ﬁl |?i a il
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Eurﬂ'l:hl',:mnuilﬂ: onas hurl themselues c;ga1n;t clur b
defenses with hannr‘ﬁ only the Unggoy were i

ns:mnmtl:l'd.-.
] %

4
s»> | wonder about l.-_h Humarns, Cam‘l'nqndtrﬂ'l-bur #
technologyisilimited, buk some of it is useful and
their botktle Eechnigues ore impressive. Th'y qrﬂ
excellent strategists. But whak | ask is Ehis: Why
haue we not offered them the obsolution of Ehe
Couenont? From the beginning of this war Ehey * 8
Prophets haue made no attempt Eo abso hem
or even offer Ehe option of hnnnrﬂbl.e submission.
Why? "H‘ 3

Perhaps they Fear them? We do nek bnow fuh-u their
homeworld is. Their pattarn of retreat is either A
hopelessly random, or brilliantly conceived. Whak

if the Humans hawve more power, more numbers Ehan
we suspeck? What if they lead us to o trop?

o

=»> Mo. | do nok Ehink Ehat 1s Ehe reasoning. They
conbinue to lose territory, and paktkterm or no
pottern, these defenses muskt be part of a perimeter.

| suspeck we ore Forcing Ehem into a btighterarena
Ehan they care to Fight in—soon we may be able o
use bhe Sharquoi. And Eheir wvickories, howewer Few,
always rely on Ehe same Ehing—strotegy, brute Force,
or luch. Mo. The only secret Ehey hold is Ehe lLocation
of eheir homewsrld. o #

What about the aktrocity ak Halo? That was not
luchk, mor brute Force. The Demon is amysEery. He
outuntted ond outfought enticre l!g‘inns on Halo.
Perhops there are more like im?)) il I

=>= | do nok believe thak, We haun&cn*‘: !I:hw I-nnd il
before and destroyed Ehem. Their n cr‘h have ||
duwindled and there haoue l:vll-n no rtr.lhrl:-ﬂwighl:ihg#'
since our wictory ot Reach.

-| .|I I
Then why do we continue Eo hunl: :htm? mﬁ-l St fill &
they merit consideration to accept and l-mhrnci thi
Cowvenant? I ! |

: Aliiieh
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frROom YHE FORERUFTER |IESacy, WE have -i_
discovered many SiFrs, PaY PFEVER 3 CUREE.
The discoveErRY oOF Halo was Yhre snzﬂfusf
FPequesy Yo our Fairlr ir a2 rfFousarrd vl?
YyEaRrs, PUY ¥ came ar a price. The arRocity
commitTeEd Py YhE Hamars was Jevasrarirg.
rPut Yhe discovery oF Yhre Flood mmﬂrr*:-mlu.
was perraps as rrRoutzlirg. L

Humars we Hrrl:n.u ard urdersYand. THEY arRe
vERmMIMT YO PE rRampied. Eur Yhe Flood was
LUTEHFECYED. WERE YIFEY FPlaced YFeERE @5 a .
TESY oF oUR Tairhr7T RRE ThhrEY anm EMEmMY ‘H':r

Fe corqueErRedT DR are Yhed ar arYicle o¥
Faird? Narure YeElls Us YO STRIHE FacH wheEr:
WE SRE DURSEIVES STRUCH, FuYr Yis eveERY
was .urrpREr."Eden'\"Etl, Rre we ro rRAail againsy
rhe wrarkr of od7 ¥

Hur scierfisrs will aralyee Yhre scrarps arrd
FrRagamER'S WE RECOVEREY, anrd a= evER;

we will Airrd u=se For wray we Fave IearRrFEY.
Perraps= rhis Flood could Pe. iF rar anr ally,
Yhrer a weapon, The FORERUPERS ave
Plessed us wirlk obscure 9ITrm I7 YTE PASY.
This Fiocod rammereEed YE Humanr TORCES
evERY PiYy @35 hard 85 oUrR oWy

We canroy assume Yhe Flood is Sore; afrer
all, irmasy Fave spPrRUTS TROM SOME SOJRCE.

Al i it ¥
The Flood, it SEEMS, Was im&ulj’ﬂpwzgl’nn Halo,
Fur whar iF we calculated ircorRRecTIS T WRaT
if The Flood Fad sarrn'ruang’“'rﬁunz?-m. -
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UYhy are they so angry all the timef" e

“Mho knows:. They say that the Eanghiillﬁﬁnd
the Jiralhanae are vying for the favor of the
Prophets."”

Tiail B !';mll

alvays MIL R.a:mg u gong n&:ﬂ and | ampm::

“But the Sangheili have always been the g
favored of the Temple- No Jiralhanae can set i wmfvfﬁufﬁr#ﬁyzr?ﬁﬁﬁduﬁﬂ1mm W’MJ e 4
foot there without first passing a Sanghieli A R :
guard. " Wﬂyquﬁdrﬁﬂnpmww stages, ﬁ‘urlm tvhe |
“You have eyess Mehmep. you've seen them iuﬂﬁdﬁfﬁuh %
bicker and fight. And you have ears. you've % f s
heard the disrespect the Jiralhanae show the [ hear that will ﬁ-{ ij t‘ﬁdwmﬂh}-\” by
Sangheili- They hate each other- The Sangheili 2 ;
have lived too long under the shelter of Iw;,ﬂ d:}[m.i.l‘i',i}f [onﬁfur !"ﬁ-{ﬂ?ﬂﬂ mﬁm F, '

the Covenant as the strongest of us. The
Jiralhanae come stomping alung and suddenly
it's not so simple as it was."

“I"11 tell you what's simple. what's siuplh is
that the Prophets have shown the Jiralhanae
plenty of favor these last few months. They
climb rank faster than the Eangheili. and
they are promoted easily. And you know what
happened with the Bracktanus fight. He killed
a Sangheili in cold blood within spitting
distance of a holy place and the matter was
simply forgotten by the Prophets. Even a
Lekgolo would have been pulled apart for such
transgression-"

“They kill faster than the Zangheilia that's
ail=it isr™

“No- I think it's more than that. I smell
trouble and I smell it coming soons Between |
an angry Jiralhanae and a slighted Sangheili e i i
warrior is no place for an Unngoy to stand- i Casiandca
They should parlay and have it done with-"

“Ha! The Forerunners will raturn and anoint us
all bafeore they ever sit and talk - ciullly- I'm
thirsty. Let's get a dnnkraﬁrﬁtheinmple.

oue. The specs are obvionsly umprived, bue the cfww
noerprrate further Covenant technaligy jcrwﬁw makes
pry skun cran. »

We s yod, Jorﬂ-u. (ve Asked Sergeant jurMm o [er e
e kvt Uf yoire ever near the M2SL Recovery Statum. ||
Hndalp{rﬁafi Cll bz able ¢v come see_ ywe (mihaping Tl '
have the chance smn. Tuday, hnmanity Teels pale and it
thin with only ghuts tv defend her ﬁm
the same.

'l wriee agaLn.
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